




















Body image, antisemitism, peer pressure,
bullying, street awareness and cyber
safety: these are just some of the
many pressures facing young Jewish
people today. As a result, the need

and demand for Streetwise is at an all
time high. Streetwise works with over
10,000 people across the community
each year, offering an informal and safe
environment where young people can
share problems and concerns whilst
developing positive social relationships.
The knowledgeable and approachable
facilitators encourage the young people
to gain practical skills to deal with
issues and to give them information
and tools to make informed and
educated decisions.

Streetwise works successfully in both
primary and secondary schools.
Three main projects are run in 28
primary schools nationally, engaging
over 1,000 young people in each

of the projects: the Year 6 Transition
Programme, which gives pupils skills
and practical tips to prepare for their
move to secondary school; the Anti-
Bullying Programme in line with

the national anti-bullying week;

and the Healthy Living Programme
in partnership with the government’s
Change4Life initiative.

Streetwise works with over a dozen
secondary schools nationally. Activities
range from lifeskills programmes which
deliver personal development education
to an entire year group over the course
of a school day, to running lunch time
sessions for Jewish societies at non-
Jewish schools.

Streetwise also offers after school
activities, running courses and
workshops with existing groups,
clubs and youth movements, or with
independently recruited young people

in the community. The courses offer

a wide range of topics and themes.
Personal safety focuses on basic self-
defence techniques, teaching positions
for stances and punches as well as
giving advice about street awareness,
the use of public transport and safe use
of mobile phones. Personal
development looks at hot topics facing
young people and exploring them
through dynamic and thought provoking
activities, including drama, graffiti art
and discussion.

In addition to the courses and workshops
run by Streetwise, the messages

of personal development and personal
safety are conveyed to the community
in @ number of innovative publications.
The Top Tips for Travel is distributed

to all Israel Summer Tour participants
and the Maccabiah Games Junior Team
GB squad. This booklet, produced

in partnership with the Alan Senitt
Memorial Trust and UJIA Israel
Experience, gives accessible advice
about group travel and safety concerns
arising from being in a different country.
The Safety Card Project, in partnership
with the Metropolitan Police Service
and Greater Manchester Police gives
Oyster card/bus pass holders

and safety booklets to all young people
Streetwise engages. These two projects
are examples of how the important
messages delivered by Streetwise continue
outside of the mainstream sessions.

“The work carried out by Streetwise

is not just important; I believe

it to be essential. The topics covered

in our workshops and sessions are designed
not to tell the young person what to do,
but to allow them to grow and develop
into proud, informed and responsible
young Jewish people.” Ashley Lerner,
Streetwise Project Manager.
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Jewish students at British universities
have faced significant challenges

in recent years. These developments
have only increased the determination
and commitment of both the Union

of Jewish Students and CST to facilitate
a positive university experience for every
Jewish student in the UK and Ireland.

Since Israel's Operation Cast Lead
against Hamas in Gaza, the issues that
Jewish students face have been skewed
considerably. Interfaith work,
encouraged by both UJS office workers
and student activists on the ground,
has stalled for lack of partner
organisations. During 2009, students
witnessed an alarming spate of highly
intimidating student occupations on 21
campuses, ranging in length from sev-
eral hours to several weeks.
Universities have been inundated with
confrontational speakers, rallies

and union motions focused solely

on the conflict in the Middle East, highly
critical of Israel. No other international
issue has such a high profile - not

Sri Lanka, Burma or even global
warming - and the January conflict
served to strengthen the numbers

and commitment of those opposed

to UJS' message of peace and dialogue.

Jewish students have borne the brunt
of the backlash against Israel. In this
context, anti-Israel politics can easily
degenerate into a singling out of Jews
for extreme criticism and vitriol. UJS,
co-ordinating with the expertise and
resources of CST, have supported
students across the country, defeating
hostile motions in Brighton and even
Edinburgh. Through training

and on-the-ground support offered

by these two partner organisations,

students are able to continue leading
relatively ordinary campus lives. UJS’
creative approach - working with
student leaders as well as effectively
engaging with ‘the ordinary student’
- is improving, whilst the networks
of student activists continue to grow.
Written by Carly McKenzie

UJS Campaigns Director

CST is keenly aware of the political
challenges and physical threats that
Jewish students face on campuses
throughout the country.

CST is determined that Jews on campus
should not have to hide their identity;
and that they should feel confident

to express themselves, whether this

be in a religious, political or cultural
manner. To this end, CST has developed
an excellent working relationship with
the Union of Jewish Students and local
Jewish societies, as these are the groups
that are repeatedly in the front line

of student politics and welfare struggles.

In addition to this campus-based work,
CST is also playing a leading role

in discussions with university authorities,
student societies and government

and sector bodies in higher and further
education: educating these groups

as to the situation faced by Jews on campus
and ensuring that they fulfil their roles
and responsibilities in these regards.




The threat of terrorism in Britain has
not dissipated, and the risk persists
of attacks coming from such varied
origins as al-Qaeda inspired violent
jihadists and far right terrorists.

In a January 2009 interview to journalists,
Jonathan Evans, the Director General
of Britain’s Security Service (MI5), stated:
“The strategic intent of the al-Qaeda
core, in Pakistan, is to mount attacks

in the UK, and their model is to use
British nationals or residents to deliver
the attacks.”

Regarding the far right threat, police
counter-terrorism commander Shaun
Sawyer, expressed fears that “they will
carry out an attack that will lead

to a loss of life or injury to a community
somewhere. They're not choosy about
which community.” Given these

and other threats, the police and security
services continue to monitor and foil
plots, and numerous terrorism

trials have resulted in convictions

of violent plotters.

Perhaps the most important case during
2009 was the conclusion of the retrial
of the so-called “liquid aircraft bomb”
plotters, in which the jury convicted
Assad Sarwar, Abdulla Ahmed Ali and
Tanvir Hussain of conspiracy to murder
by using homemade bombs disguised
as soft drinks aboard numerous aircraft
flying from the UK to the USA and
Canada. Another defendant, Umar
Islam, was convicted of conspiracy

to murder, but the jury failed to reach
a verdict on whether he was involved

in the plot to bring down aircraft. Three
others were found not guilty of plotting
to blow up aircraft and, because the
jury did not reach verdicts on these
three alleged plotters regarding a further
charge of conspiracy to murder, they
will face a third trial.

The final defendant was cleared of all
charges. Several of these plotters made
“martyrdom videos” in which, for example,
Umar Islam described his plans

as vengeance for the actions of the USA
and its “accomplices such as the British
and the Jews”.

In the case of a “lone wolf” would-be
terrorist, Andrew (Isa) Ibrahim was
convicted of making explosives with
intent and preparation of terrorist acts.
In his home, police found home-made
high explosives in a biscuit tin in the
fridge, an electrical circuit capable

of detonating them under the kitchen
sink and a suicide vest hanging

on the bedroom door.

In a prominent far right case, Neil
Lewington was found guilty on terrorism
and explosives charges. He was arrested
at a railway station in Lowestoft in Suffolk
for drinking and smoking on the train,
urinating in public and abusing a train
conductor. When the police searched
him, they found that he was carrying
the component parts of two “viable,
improvised incendiary devices”,

in the form of tennis balls and weed
killer. Searches of Lewington’s home
revealed a notebook entitled “"Waffen
SS UK members’ handbook”, which
contained drawings of electronics

and chemical mixtures.




CST participated in an international
coalition of Jewish anti-racist groups
at the United Nations Durban Review
Conference on Human Rights, held
in Geneva in April 2009.

A strong Jewish representation was
necessary at this event, as it followed
the UN Durban Conference of 2001 that
became notorious as an international
symbol for the propagation of extreme
anti-Israel hatred and explicit antisemitism.
Indeed, this was so profound that the
UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights refused to accept the Conference
declaration and the Israel and US
governments walked out.

Eight years later the UN was careful

not to allow the same mistakes to be made
again, and so refused to sanction a prior
NGO (Non Governmental Organisation)
meeting. It also limited NGO participation
in the main event.

In accordance with CST's growing
involvement in the worldwide effort
to combat antisemitism, CST inspired
the formation of the ‘Jewish Human
Rights Network UK’ which coordinated
British organisations’ work in advance
of the Geneva meeting.

CST'’s partners in the Jewish Human
Rights Network included the Board

of Deputies, Jewish Leadership Council,
Union of Jewish Students, Holocaust
Education Trust and B’nai B’rith London
Bureau of International Affairs. Regular
meetings were held to forge a common
stance and plan of activity throughout
the Conference.

In Geneva, the international Jewish
coalition was fortunate to have the use
of the World Jewish Congress office
near to the UN Palais des Nations,
which served as a vital communications
and meeting centre for all Jewish

NGOs. CST also arranged invaluable
evening debriefings for all at the nearby
Chabad Centre.

Most significant was the address

by President Ahmadinejad of Iran in
which he attacked the West and Israel.
What then followed were condem-
nations of his abuse of the platform
afforded him, and a breach of prior
agreements, by the UN General
Secretary and many ambassadors.

The final Conference Outcome
Document, in which the UN set

out its future plans to combat racism
and reiterated the Durban Declaration
which condemned Israel. On the issue
of explicit antisemitism, however, it was
stronger than expected, binding
member states to condemn Holocaust
denial and committing them to
commemorate the Holocaust.

The process as a whole gave CST
invaluable experience in working
internationally with its partners.




CST was proud to work with

the Inter-parliamentary Coalition for
Combating Antisemitism in facilitating
the ground-breaking London Conference
on Combating Antisemitism, held with
the backing of the Foreign

and Commonwealth Office on 16 and 17
February 2009. John Mann MP, leader
of the Parliamentary Committee Against
Antisemitism, played a major role
throughout the event.

The conference consisted of two parallel
strands that brought together over 120
parliamentarians from 40 countries;
and an Experts’ Forum of over 80
practitioners, academics and community
leaders from 18 countries.

CST organised and led the Experts’
Forum and hosted a dinner for all
attendees at the Banqueting House
in Whitehall, in conjunction with

the Board of Deputies of British Jews.

The evening before the conference
began, a reception was held at

the Wallace Collection, co-hosted

by The Rubin Foundation and Hazel
Blears MP, the (then) Secretary of State
for Communities. The following morning,
the conference began on the terrace

of the House of Commons, before
moving on to the Foreign Office premises
at Lancaster House.
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7~ ®€ST Director of Communications, Mark Gardner addresses the Experts' Forum at the London
Conference in Lancaster House. Others pictured include David Harris, Executive Director

of the American Jewish Committee, and former Director of Intelligence for the Metropolitan Police,
Professor Emeritus John Grieve CBE, QPM.




CST'’s international work falls into three areas: combating antisemitism, counter-
terrorism and expert consultancy on combating hate crime and counter-terrorism.
In 2009 senior staff participated in the following events around the world:

Meetings

® European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights - March, Vienna

® Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe meeting on hate crime
- May, Vienna

® Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe Human Dimension
Implementation meeting - October, Warsaw

Conferences
® World Jewish Congress Plenary Assembly - January, Jerusalem
® European Commission / European Jewish Congress Symposium on Antisemitism
in Europe - March, Brussels
® Antisemitism in Contemporary Europe, Central European University - March, Budapest
® Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe Roundtable
on Antisemitism - March, Vienna
® United Nations Durban Review Conference - April, Geneva
International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation Conference on Terrorism
- July, London
South African Jewish Board of Deputies Annual Conference - August, Johannesburg
Ninth World Summit on Counter-Terrorism - September, Herzliya
International Network Against Cyberhate Annual Conference - October, Amsterdam
Global Forum for Combating Antisemitism - December, Jerusalem

Workshops

® Heinz Schwarzkopf Institute workshop on antisemitism - June, Berlin

® International Workshop on Combating Far Right Extremism - June, Washington DC

® Terrorism and Religious Extremism, Institute for Islamic Studies, Pretoria
University - August, Pretoria

Training

Fourth annual workshop for police and security services (with assistance
of Association of Chief Police Officers National Community Tension Team),
American Jewish Committee - December, Berlin






